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petroleum is much higher than that for water. The authors consider it, 
therefore, illusory to try to protect liquids from oxidation by covering them 
with a layer of petroleum. 

CONSTITUENTS OF SUGAR CANE.--Winter. (Zeitsch. f. Zuckerind, T888, 
78o. The author states that levulose is not present in normal ripe sugar cane, 

a n d  that the leaves, while containing cane sugar and glucose, are also free 
from levulose. Hence, he concludes that the assumption that cane sugar is 
formed by the condensation of levulose with glucose is no longer tenable. 
,Other constituents of the cane were also examined. S . C . H .  

THE PLASTERING OF WINE IN FRANCE.--Report of the United States 
'Commercial Agent, at Limoges. Board of Trade JaurnaI, 1888, 439. 
The  addition of sulphate of lime to wine is known as " plastering." It is 
said that by this means the fermentation is increased, rendered more rapid and 
complete, and that the wine, while improved in color, has its keeping prop- 
erties enhanced. Acid sulphate of potash is thus virtually substituted for the 
bitartrate of potash. Free sulphuric acid is formed in wines which have 
been plastered. The Academy of Medicine. at Paris, is now discussing 
whether the practice is desirable, and what effects the changes induced by 
the sulphate of lime on the mineral constituents of wine are likely to have 
upon the health of the consumer. S . C .  tt .  

ON THE OCCURRENCE OF BORIC ACID IN WINE.--Georg  Baumert, 
Berichte, 2 1 ,  3,29o. The author confirms the observations of Ripper & 
Soltsien with regard to the occurrence of boric acid in the leaves and wood 
-of the vine ; and like these chemists insists that boric acid must in future be 
regarded as one of the normal constituents of the ash of wine. A large 
number of wines from San Francisco, Spain, France and Germany were 
examined.  S . C . H .  

ON PVRODINE, A NEW ANTIPVRETIC.--J. Dreschfeld. Medical Chron., 
'9,  89-99. From the ffourn, of  Soc. Chem. Ind. The active ingredient 
of  pyrodine is acetyl-phenyl-hydrazine C, Hs, N2H.o, C2H30. It is a white 
almost tasteless, crystalline substance, possessing more powerful antipyretic 
properties than either antipyrine, antifebrine or phenacetine. Dose, two to 
four grains for children ; eight to twelve for adults. It should not, as a rule, 
be given oftener than once in eighteen to twenty-four hours, on account of its 
toxic properties, but as the temperature is kept low for a longer period than 
by the use of other substances this is very rarely necessary. S . C . H .  


